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ACTION 10-10 

INFO OCT-01 CIAE-00 CU-02 INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-06 EUR- 12 

ISO-OO NEA-10 SS-15 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 /070W 

073994 

R 120808Z SEP 75 
FM AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7418 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

CONFIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 1520 

NESCO 

ROME FOR AMB LODGE S OFFICE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, UNESCO, IS, VT 

SUB J : VATICAN INTEREST IN ISRAELI/UNESCO PROBLEM 
REF: ROME 12915 STATE 216390 

1. DEPT MAY WISH TO REPEAT TO ROME FOR AMB LODGE'S OFFICE 
OUR MOST RECENT MESSAGE ON STATUS OF JERUSALEM EXCAVATION - 
JERUSALEM 1275 (EXDIS) - OR DRAW ON ITS CONTENTS IN REPLY 

TO ROME 12915. 

2. IN CONVERSATION WITH CONSUL GENERAL SINCE JERUSALEM 
1275 WAS SENT, PROF. BINYAMIN MAZAR, WHO IS IN CHARGE OF 
MAJOR EXCAVATIONS WEST AND SOUTH OF TEMPLE MOUNT (HARAM- 
AS-SHARIF), CONFIRMED OUR EARLIER IMPRESSION THAT EXCAVA- 
TIONS WILL BE CONTINUING, ALTHOUGH APPARENTLY ON A RELA- 
TIVELY MODEST SCALE SINCE CURRENT DIGGING SEASON NOW OVER 
AND VARIOUS VOLUNTEER GROUPS HAVE RETURNED HOME. 

3. EXACT STATUS OF TUNNELING ALONG WESTERN WALL WHICH 
RUNS NORTHWARD UNDER OLD CITY BUILDINGS IS DIFFICULT TO 
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DETERMINE AND REMAINS SUBJECT OF DIFFERING CLAIMS. AS 
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DEPT AWARE, THESE EXCAVATIONS ARE UNDER JURISDICTION OF 
MINISTRY OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS (MRA) AND ARE ENTIRELY 
SEPARATE FROM MAJOR PROJECT UNDER PROF. MAZAR, WHO CLAIMS 
HE IS NOT CONSULTED OR INFORMED ABOUT THIS WORK. OCCA- 
SIONAL VISITORS PERMITTED BY GOI ARE TOLD THEY CANNOT 
PROCEED BEYOND CERTAIN POINT BECAUSE OF DANGER. THIS 
LEADS SOME TO BELIEVE DIGGING STILL IN PROGRESS, BUT 
JERUSALEM MUNICIPALITY SOURCES TELL US THAT MRA ASSURES 
THEM THIS IS NOT THE CASE. 

NEWLIN 
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